Members of the European Parliament found “European Alzheimer’s Alliance” to make dementia a European public health priority
5 September 2007 (Strasbourg): Following a call by Alzheimer Europe and its member organisations to make dementia a European public health priority, Members of the European Parliament met in Strasbourg today to formally launch the European Alzheimer’s Alliance.

The multinational and cross-party Alliance brings together 27 Members of the European Parliament from 16 European countries and aims at supporting the 6.1 million European citizens living with Alzheimer’s disease or another form of dementia, as well as that of their informal or family carers. 
At its first meeting, the Members of the Alliance agreed to instigate a European Parliament Resolution on Alzheimer’s disease and to call on the European Commission and Council of Ministers to give dementia a higher priority in the definition of the European Union’s health policy. 

The Alliance Members also gave their backing to the Paris Declaration of Alzheimer Europe which calls on European and national policy makers to:
· make Alzheimer’s disease a public health priority by developing national and European action programmes on Alzheimer’s disease and by increasing the funding of research into the causes, prevention and treatment of Alzheimer’s disease and other dementias, 
· promote the early diagnosis of the disease by developing awareness campaigns on Alzheimer’s disease and making dementia a compulsory part of medical training, 
· improve the quality of life of people with dementia and their carers through the development of support and respite services and increased financial support for these services, 
· promote the autonomy and dignity of people with dementia through systematic information of people diagnosed, the recognition of advance directives and improvements to existing guardianship systems.
Françoise Grossetête, MEP, the chair of the European Alzheimer’s Alliance commented: “I am delighted to be associated with this initiative. The nomination of an Alzheimer’s Commission by President Sarkozy on 3 September shows the determination of the French government to give Alzheimer’s disease a higher priority and I can only hope that other governments will follow this example. With the ageing of European populations, the numbers of people with dementia are expected to grow substantially over the coming years and we need to make dementia a European public health priority right now.  ”.
Similarly, Jean Georges, Executive Director of Alzheimer Europe stressed: “We are encouraged to see the growing commitment of European and national policy makers to give Alzheimer’s disease the priority it so justly deserves. We now expect clear actions on a European and national level and we look forward to working with the European Alzheimer’s Alliance to improve the quality of life of people with dementia and their carers.” 
He concluded by calling on policy makers and concerned individuals to support the Declaration and call for action of the organisation on its newly launched website: www.dementia-in-europe.eu.
For further information, contact:
Jean Georges, Executive Director of Alzheimer Europe, 145, route de Thionville, L-2611 Luxembourg, Tel.: +352-29 79 70, Fax: +352-29 79 72, jean.georges@alzheimer-europe.org, www.alzheimer-europe.org, www.dementia-in-europe.eu
 

Notes to editors:
 
The European Alzheimer’s Alliance is a multinational and cross-party group of Members of the European Parliament. Chair: Grossetête Françoise (France), Vice-Chairs: Crowley Brian (Ireland), Dickute Jolanta (Lithuania) and Muscat Joseph (Malta), Members: Battilocchio Alessandro (Italy), Beglitis Panagiotis (Greece), Bourzai Bernadette (France), Bowis John (United Kingdom), Cederschiold Charlotte (Sweden), Griesbeck Nathalie (France), Hall Fiona (United Kingdom), Hutchinson Alain (Belgium), Lulling Astrid (Luxembourg), Masiel Jan Tadeusz (Poland), McGuinness Mairead (Ireland), Mikolasik Miroslav (Slovakia), Myller Riitta (Finland), Niebler Angelika (Germany), Panayotopoulos Marie (Greece), Roithova Zuzana (Czech Republic), Sinnott Kathy (Ireland), Stihler Catherine (United Kingdom), Ulmer Thomas (Germany), Virrankoski Kyösti (Finland), Weisgerber Anja (Germany), Willmott Glenis (United Kingdom), Wortmann-Kool Corien (Netherlands)
 
Alzheimer Europe is the umbrella organisation of national Alzheimer associations and currently has 31 member organisations in 27 European countries. The mission statement of the organisation is to change perceptions, practice and policy to ensure equal access of people with dementia to a high level of care services and treatment options.
 
Alzheimer’s disease is a progressive neurodegenerative disease and is the most common form of dementia, accounting for over 60% of all dementia cases. Symptoms include memory deterioration, difficulty with language and the ability to communicate (cognition), inability to perform previously routine tasks (functional decline) and personality and mood changes (behaviour).4is the most common form of dementia.
The Paris Declaration on the political priorities of the Alzheimer movement was adopted unanimously at the Annual Meeting of Alzheimer Europe on 29 June 2006 in Paris. At the ensuing conference, Philippe Bas, French Minister for Social Affairs and the Elderly gave his personal support and that of the French government to the Declaration. 
In the Declaration, Alzheimer Europe and its member organisations call upon the European Union, the World Health Organisation, the Council of Europe and national governments to:
· Recognise Alzheimer’s disease as a major public health challenge and to develop European, International and national action programmes,
· Dedicate a European Parliament report and resolution on the state of dementia care, treatment and research in Europe,
· Recognise Alzheimer’s disease as a major health scourge within the meaning of Article 152 of the EC Treaty and to develop a Community action programme on Alzheimer’s disease,
· Investigate the possibility of providing core funding to Alzheimer Europe for the exchange of information and best practices between national Alzheimer associations.
· Make dementia a compulsory part of medical training,
· Support awareness campaigns targeted at the general public to improve the recognition of the symptoms of Alzheimer’s disease,
· Continue to make available existing treatments under their national reimbursement systems,
· Support a survey on the existing inequalities of access to available treatments for Alzheimer’s disease,
· Foster pan-European research into the causes, prevention and treatment of Alzheimer’s disease and other dementias,
· Increase the funding for Alzheimer’s research and support collaboration of national research centres,
· Promote the role of Alzheimer associations towards the medical profession so that people diagnosed are systematically informed about Alzheimer associations and the services they provide,
· Recognise the important contributions provided by Alzheimer associations and to provide financial support to them,
· Recognise the significant burden of carers of people with dementia and to support the development of adequate respite services,
· Develop and support a whole range of services for people with dementia ,
· Adequately support people with dementia and their carers to allow them to make use of existing services,
· Extend the Open Method of Coordination to the question of long-term care and to exchange best practices on a national level,
· Reinforce medical codes to ensure people with dementia are adequately informed about their diagnosis,
· Exchange best practices with regard to national guardianship systems,
· Provide a clear statutory basis for effective advance directives with appropriate safeguards
Prevalence of dementia: The likelihood of developing dementia increases with age even though it does not only affect older people and old age alone does not cause dementia.
To calculate the numbers of people with dementia in Europe, Alzheimer Europe relied on the work carried out by the European Community Concerted Action on the Epidemiology and Prevention of Dementia group (EURODEM[1] for short). In the course of their work, members of the above-mentioned group pooled data on the prevalence of moderate to severe dementia in several European countries and came up with a set of prevalence rates for men and women in 9 different age groups (30-59, 60-64, 65-69, 70-74, 75-79, 80-84, 85-89, 90-94 and 95-99). The study included people with dementia who were living at home as well as those in institutions, nursing homes and residential homes.
EURODEM prevalence rates
	Age group
	Male
	Female

	30-59
	0.16%
	0.09%

	60-64
	1.58%
	0.47%

	65-69
	2.17%
	1.10%

	70-74
	4.61%
	3.86%

	75-79
	5.04%
	6.67%

	80-84
	12.12%
	13.50%

	85-89
	18.45%
	22.76%

	90-94
	32.1%
	32.25%

	95-99
	31.58%
	36.00%




[1] For more details about this study, please refer to the article: Hofman, A. et al. (1991), The prevalence of dementia in Europe: a collaborative study of 1980-1990 findings, International Journal of Epidemiology, Volume 20, No.3, pages 736-748.
